

ADOPTED 9/13/11


Introduced by Council Member Crescimbeni & Co-Sponsored by 

CM Gaffney: 

RESOLUTION 2011-569-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND CONGRATULATING THE JACKSONVILLE SHARKS ON WINNING THE ARENA FOOTBALL LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, in only their second year of operation, the Jacksonville Sharks Arena Football League franchise has developed into a league powerhouse, earning playoff berths in both of its seasons; and


WHEREAS, the Sharks were the premier team in the AFL for most of the 2011 season, reeling off 13 consecutive victories after an opening game loss to the Arizona Rattlers before suffering a late season slump after a playoff berth was clinched; and


WHEREAS, the heart and soul of the team are Aaron Garcia, the most prolific quarterback in AFL history with over 50,000 career passing yards who had never won a championship in his 17-year career, and Arena League 3-time champion and former Coach of the Year veteran Head Coach Les Moss; and

WHEREAS, in the playoffs the Sharks defeated their arch-rival Orlando Predators in the first round and the Georgia Force in the American Conference championship game before raucous crowds in Jacksonville to earn their way to the Arena Bowl; and


WHEREAS, the Arena Bowl game on August 12th in Phoenix, Arizona, which re-matched the Sharks against the Rattlers in a battle of the clearly two best teams in the league, was one of the most exciting championship games in AFL history, with Jacksonville prevailing by a score of 73-70 on a touchdown pass from Aaron Garcia to Jacksonville native Jeron Harvey on the final play of the game, capping a shootout which saw a combined 5 touchdowns scored by the two teams in the final minute of the game; and

WHEREAS, the Sharks’ outstanding season brought tremendous excitement and pride to the city and showcased Jacksonville’s football passion to a national audience; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and congratulates the Jacksonville Sharks on winning the Arena Football League championship with their unbelievable 2011 Arena Bowl victory over the Arizona Rattlers, and extends its best wishes to the Sharks owners, players, coaches and staff for continued future success.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

     /s/  Margaret M. Sidman     _ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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